This updated review was to assess the effects of screening for gestational diabetes mellitus based on different risk profiles and settings on maternal and infant outcomes.
blinding, and incomplete outcome data in both trials. Authors used GRADE to assess the quality of the evidence for selected outcomes for the mother and her child. Evidence was downgraded for study design limitations and imprecision of effect estimates.
Clinical implications
Low-quality evidence suggests universal screening compared with risk factor-based screening leads to more women being diagnosed with GDM. Low to very low-quality evidence suggests no clear differences between primary care and secondary care screening, for outcomes: GDM, hypertension, pre-eclampsia, caesarean birth, large-for-gestational age, neonatal complications composite, and hypoglycaemia.
Further research
Further, high-quality randomised controlled trials are needed to assess the value of screening for GDM, which may compare different protocols, guidelines or programmes for screening (based on different risk profiles and settings), with the absence of screening, or with other protocols, guidelines or programmes. There is a need for future trials to be sufficiently powered to detect important differences in short-and longterm maternal and infant outcomes, such as those important outcomes pre-specified in this review. As only a proportion of women will be diagnosed with GDM in these trials, large sample sizes may be required.
This RHL summary should be cited as: WHO Reproductive Health Library. Screening for gestational diabetes mellitus based on different risk profiles and settings for improving maternal and infant health: RHL summary (last revised August 2017). The WHO Reproductive Health Library; Geneva: World Health Organization.
This Cochrane systematic review should be cites as: Tieu J, McPhee AJ, Crowther CA, Middleton P, Shepherd E. Screening for gestational diabetes mellitus based on different risk profiles and settings for improving maternal and infant health. Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2017, Issue 8. Art. No.: CD007222. DOI: 10.1002/14651858.CD007222.pub4.
Source URL: https://extranet.who.int/rhl/topics/preconception-pregnancy-childbirth-and-postpartumcare/antenatal-care/general-antenatal-care/screening-gestational-diabetes-mellitus-based-different-riskprofiles-and-settings-improving Published on RHL (https://extranet.who.int/rhl) Home > Screening for gestational diabetes mellitus based on different risk profiles and settings for improving maternal and infant health
